Word-Share-Prayer for Ministry Teams
These Word-Share-Prayer (Read-Reflect-Respond-Request) are for use with small groups, committees, ministry teams, and boards.  The texts are deliberately a bit short so that committees and teams with limited time can still "be the people of God before doing the work of the people of God."  For small group meetings, a longer section of text may be used or just more time spent discussing each segment.

 

For many team and committee meetings, we follow a 7-7-7 format - 7 minutes for individual Bible Study, 7 minutes to share one insight per person and 7 minutes to pray for one another.  If we use these sheets for a regular one and one half hour Bible study, then the biblical passage could be a bit longer and our schedule would be the Word-30 minutes, sharing of lives (blessings and prayer requests)-45 minutes and prayer-15 minutes.

 

To use for a ministry team/committee with the 7-7-7 (plus or minus) format.  If the group is larger than 12 to 14, you may find it easier to break into fours, at least for the sharing of prayer requests and prayers for one another.

 

1. Give every person 5-7 minutes to work on it in silence (we don't have people do them as "homework" since many will fail to do so).

 

2. Spend another 7 minutes or so asking people to briefly share one insight from their paper.  If the group is larger than 14, you can have them break into 4's to save time.

 

3. Ask for one-sentence prayer requests.  Spend more time on this if someone in the group is in real distress about something.  Otherwise, just a sentence or so per person as we want to lift one another up but haven't the time for more sharing... unless we are willing.  Teams are often willing to spend more time in this Bible study portion of the meeting simply because we will work to be more efficient in the rest of the meeting.

 

Pray for one another out loud by name, giving everyone the complete freedom to pray in silence if they prefer.

 

Hope this is useful for you... praying for you and yours and your congregation to experience the transforming presence of our Lord in new ways.

 

With joy - Stan
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WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Psalm 103:1-5 (Blessings)

 1 Praise the LORD, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 2 Praise the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits- 3 who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, 4 who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion, 5 who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. NIV

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Our God is the God who loves to bless his people.

Make a list of every blessing our Lord has blessed you with in the last week to ten days.
RESPOND:  How will you respond to the God who blesses you?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.

WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________
READ:  John 13:34-35 (Love One Another)

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.’ NRSV

REFLECT:  This is the wonderful “New Commandment” of Jesus. 

What is do you believe Jesus means by, “As I have loved you, so you must love one another?”

What happens if we love one another in the manner Jesus commands?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this to your life?  Think for a moment about two people.

First, someone with whom you have a sound relationship.  What one thing will you do in the coming week to love that person even more deeply in the way Jesus means?

Second, think of someone with whom your relationship isn’t what you know it could be or should be.  What one thing will you do in the coming week to love that person even more deeply in the way Jesus means?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Colossians 3:12-17 (Body Life)

 12Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 15Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 17And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. NIV

REFLECT:  Read this passage two or three times.  What is the overall spirit of what the Apostle Paul is saying?

Of the many actions we are encouraged to do in our life together as members of the Body of Christ, what are the one or two actions that speak most powerfully to you personally, today?

RESPOND:  How will you apply one insight from this text to your own life?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.

WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Matthew 9:35-10:5a (Motivation)

 35Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 36When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field." 1He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil[a] spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. 2These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. 5These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions… NIV

REFLECT:  What does Jesus see in the lives of the people in the crowds that motivated him?

List at least three things he asked his disciples to do as a result? 

RESPOND:  How will you apply one insight from this text to your own life?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.

WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Joshua 1:6-7 (Courage)

6] Be strong and courageous; for you shall put this people in possession of the land that I swore to their ancestors to give them. 7] Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to act in accordance with all the law that my servant Moses commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, so that you may be successful wherever you go.  –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage. Ask God for new insights. What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

As God gives Joshua the vision that he is to accomplish, why do you think the Lord commands Joshua to be strong and courageous?

What do you think the significance is of the “very” before courageous in verse 7?

As you consider your ministry team’s ministry as well as your own, what lies before you in the accomplishment of your vision for which the Lord says to you, “be strong and very courageous?”  If you have no clear answer, do you think your plans are big enough?
RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Exodus 20:8 (Sabbath Rest)

Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. – NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

What do you understand is meant by “the sabbath day”?

What do you think it meant to “keep the sabbath day holy?”

In what ways (if at all) do you practice a day of rest “holy to the Lord”?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.

WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Jeremiah 29:11-14 (Seek Me with All Your Heart)

11] For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. 12] Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. 13] When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart, 14] I will let you find me, says the LORD, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places where I have driven you, says the LORD, and I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile.  –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage. Ask God for new insights. What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

God offers a wonderful word of encouragement in these words. What is it?

What does the Lord say will happen if you search for him and what kind of searching does the Lord call you to perform?

What does God promise to the people of God if they will but seek God with all their heart?
RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Psalm 42:1-2 (As a Deer Longs for Water, So My Soul Longs for God)

1] As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O God. 2] My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall I come and behold the face of God?        

                                                                                                                        -NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

Have you ever been really, really thirsty?  Why and what happened?  How did you feel when you finally quenched that thirst?

Do you think of yourself “longing” for God, “thirsting” for the living God?  You may “believe” in God and even worship God by honoring God’s name and obeying God’s Word, yet you may do all of these things and God can still seem remote, impersonal, and far off.  What would longing and thirsting for God imply about the nature of your relationship with God?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.

WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Psalm 130:6 (My Soul Waits for the Lord)

6] my soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning, more than those who watch for the morning.  –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

Think about the watchman who stood guard over a city or a camp or a family keeping watch over his charges all night long.  Just how much do you think such a person felt about the coming of the dawn and the end of his responsibilities?

Given that insight, what would the Psalmist mean by “my soul waits for the Lord MORE than those who watch for the morning?”


What does the Psalmists eager waiting for the Lord suggest about the nature of his relationship with his God? 

When in your life do you consciously “wait for the Lord”?
RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  II Chronicles 5:11-14  (Worship)

11] Now when the priests came out of the holy place (for all the priests who were present had sanctified themselves, without regard to their divisions, 12] and all the levitical singers, Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun, their sons and kindred, arrayed in fine linen, with cymbals, harps, and lyres, stood east of the altar with one hundred twenty priests who were trumpeters). 13] It was the duty of the trumpeters and singers to make themselves heard in unison in praise and thanksgiving to the LORD, and when the song was raised, with trumpets and cymbals and other musical instruments, in praise to the LORD, "For he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever," the house, the house of the LORD, was filled with a cloud, 14] so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud; for the glory of the LORD filled the house of God.    –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

This passages describes the dedication of the great Temple built under Solomon’s reign. Read it two or three times. Underline everything you learn about worship and then list the insights below.

How can the practice of those worshipers modify the worship experience of your ministry team in its prayer and praise?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.

WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Acts 2:42 (They Devoted Themselves)

42] They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.   –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

This is one of the most compact and famous summaries of the life of a vital church in the Bible.  List each of the four practices and reflect on what that meant in the day the Book of Acts was written and what might mean for your ministry team today.

	Practice
	The Early Church
	Today’s Ministry Team

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

How does the use of the word “devoted” in the text above modify how you will apply this text to your life and ministry?
REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.

WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Matthew 6:30-33 (Seek First the Kingdom of God)

30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32  For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.–NIV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

What do you understand is the “core” insight that Jesus Christ is offering?

There is a negative and a positive in his words, “do not worry” and “seek first His kingdom and righteousness.”  What is his aim with each emphasis?

What is the significance of the “BUT” that begins verse 33?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

Observe the results the Lord promises for those who seek him first.
REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.

WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Matthew 7:24-27 (Obedience)

24] "Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock. 25] The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on rock. 26] And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27] The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell--and great was its fall!"  -NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage. Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

As you carefully read this famous passage, what is the key difference you observe between the wise man and the foolish man?

List some of the situations today in which groups of people “hear” the words of Jesus.

Do you think the difference between the wise and foolish today is any different than when Jesus first spoke these words?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

What can you and your ministry team do to ensure that you are hearers and doers of the Word and not merely those who discuss and do not do?
REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.

WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ: Galatians 2:20 (Why Live by Faith)

20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. –NIV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

When something is pithy, it is a compact statement containing a great deal of meaning. Galatians 2:20 is a very pithy statement. Reflect on the meaning of each phrase:

I have been crucified with Christ.

I no longer live

but Christ lives in me.

The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God

who loved me and gave himself for me.

Replace the “I” of the Apostle Paul and re-read the verse.  Is this something you are willing to say to the Lord and to people?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.

WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Ephesians 2:3-7 (Mercy)

3 All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us 5 even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ--by grace you have been saved--6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

What was our former manner of life (and how many of us were involved in it?)?

Why is the BUT that begins verse 4 so powerful?

This is a wonderful paragraph, underline and make a list of every significant insight.

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.

WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Ephesians 2:8-9 (Grace)

8] For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—9] not the result of works, so that no one may boast. –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

What is your understanding of the meaning of “grace?”

What is the core teaching of this passage?

If we are not saved as a result of works (and so many people say they will get into heaven because they are good persons), then what is the role of works?

And why isn’t salvation the result of works?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.

WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Ephesians 5:18 (Be Filled with the Spirit)

18] Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, 











-NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

The following chart contains several different facets of the verb “be filled.”  What is the implication of each facet for you to experience the filling of the Holy Spirit?

	Facet of “be filled”
	What it means to me

	“be filled” is in the present tense


	

	“be filled” is in the imperative – it is a command



	

	“be filled” is a plural verb,  not spoken to just one person


	

	“be filled” is passive, something that you do not do but that is done to you


	


RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

Being filled with the Spirit for the believer in Jesus Christ is always an act of humility and faith.  Humility in that you open yourself to the filling and the will of God’s Spirit and faith in that you trust the Spirit to fill you (as He said He would) whether you “feel” filled or not.  Are you a believer in Jesus Christ?  Will you ask him to fill you and trust him to act in accord with his own promises and to do so?
REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Philippians 2:5-11 (Humility)

5] Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6] who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7] but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8] he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death-- even death on a cross. 9] Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10] so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11] and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.     –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.

WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Romans 10:9 (Confession of Faith)

9] because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.   –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

This is a short powerful statement that captures the heart of Christian faith.  According to this verse, what are the key ingredients of the faith?

Paul ties salvation to faith that is expressed outwardly and inwardly.  How is it to be expressed outwardly?  Inwardly?

How can or does your ministry team call the members of the team and the people the team serves in ministry to faith in Jesus Christ?
RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

Have you confessed with your lips that Jesus is Lord and do you believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.   –NRSV-

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.

WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  James 1:3 (Perseverance)

3] because you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance;  -NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage. Ask God for new insights. What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  James 4:8 (Resisting Satan)

8] Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.   –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  I Peter 5:5-7 (Humility)

5] In the same way, you who are younger must accept the authority of the elders. And all of you must clothe yourselves with humility in your dealings with one another, for "God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble." 6] Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. 7] Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you.   –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  I Peter 5:8-9 (Be on the alert)

8] Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 9] Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering.   –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Revelation 3:20 (Christ Knocks at the Door)

20] Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me.   –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Daniel 6:13-14 (Daniel Prays Several Times a Day)

13] Then they responded to the king, "Daniel, one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or to the interdict you have signed, but he is saying his prayers three times a day." 14] When the king heard the charge, he was very much distressed. He was determined to save Daniel, and until the sun went down he made every effort to rescue him.   –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Genesis 12:8, 13:18 (Abram Builds an Altar to God)

8] From there he moved on to the hill country on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; and there he built an altar to the LORD and invoked the name of the LORD. ..18] So Abram moved his tent, and came and settled by the oaks of Mamre, which are at Hebron; and there he built an altar to the LORD.   











-NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  I Samuel 30:6 (David Strengthens Himself in God)

6] David was in great danger; for the people spoke of stoning him, because all the people were bitter in spirit for their sons and daughters. But David strengthened himself in the LORD his God.   –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Mark 1:35 (Jesus Went to a Solitary Place to Pray)

35] In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed.   –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  I John 1:9 (Confession)

9] If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Psalm 133 (Oil on Aaron’s Beard …Unity)

1] How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity! 2] It is like the precious oil on the head, running down upon the beard, on the beard of Aaron, running down over the collar of his robes. 3] It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion. For there the LORD ordained his blessing, life forevermore. –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Matthew 6:14-15 (Forgiveness)

14] For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you;

15] but if you do not forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.











-NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  John 17:20-23 (That They May All be One)

20] "I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, 21] that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22] The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one,

23] I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.  ​–NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  John 18:2 (Jesus’ Small Group)

2] Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, because Jesus often met there with his disciples.  –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Acts 2:42-47 (They Devoted Themselves to Fellowship)

42] They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43] Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44] All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45] they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46] Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47] praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.  –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Acts 14:26-28 (Sharing what God Is Doing)

26] From there they sailed back to Antioch, where they had been commended to the grace of God for the work that they had completed. 27] When they arrived, they called the church together and related all that God had done with them, and how he had opened a door of faith for the Gentiles. 28] And they stayed there with the disciples for some time.











-NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Romans 12:3-8 (Team Players Each with a Gift)

3] For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4] For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 5] so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6] We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7]ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8] the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.  –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Romans 12:18 (Live in Peace with Everyone)

18] If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.  –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  II Corinthians 5:18 (The Ministry of Reconciliation)

18] All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation;  -NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Hebrews 10:25 (Let Us Not Give Up Meeting Together)

25] not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Ezekiel 22:30 (Stand in the Gap)

30] And I sought for anyone among them who would repair the wall and stand in the breach before me on behalf of the land, so that I would not destroy it; but I found no one.











-NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Jeremiah 29:7 (Vision for the City)

7] But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.  –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Luke 19:1-10 (People Eyes)

1] He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2] A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3] He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. 4] So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. 5] When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house today." 6] So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. 7] All who saw it began to grumble and said, "He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner." 8] Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, "Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much." 9] Then Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. 10] For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost."    -NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ: Luke 22 (After You have Turned, Strengthen the Brethren)

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  John 1:35-42 (People Eyes)

35] The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36] and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, "Look, here is the Lamb of God!" 37] The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38] When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, "What are you looking for?" They said to him, "Rabbi" (which translated means Teacher), "where are you staying?" 39] He said to them, "Come and see." They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o'clock in the afternoon. 40] One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 41] He first found his brother Simon and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" (which is translated Anointed).

42] He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, "You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas" (which is translated Peter).  –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  John 1:43-50 (People Eyes)

43] The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, "Follow me." 44] Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45] Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth." 46] Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and see." 47] When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, "Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!" 48] Nathanael asked him, "Where did you get to know me?" Jesus answered, "I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you." 49] Nathanael replied, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!" 50] Jesus answered, "Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these."   -NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  John 21:15-17 (People Eyes – Feed My Lambs)

15] When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs." 16] A second time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Tend my sheep." 17]  He said to him the third time, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, "Do you love me?" And he said to him, "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep.     –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Romans 12:4 (The Double-Focus of Ministry)

4 ]For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function,  -NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Galatians 4:19 (Labor to Form Christ in Others)

19] My little children, for whom I am again in the pain of childbirth until Christ is formed in you,  -NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  I Timothy 2:2 (Multiplication – Who are You Passing the Faith to?)

2] for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity.  –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  I Peter 4:10 (Spiritual Gifts)

10] Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received.  –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Nehemiah 1:4-11 (Confession, Supplication)

4] When I heard these words I sat down and wept, and mourned for days, fasting and praying before the God of heaven. 5] I said, "O LORD God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments; 6] let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the prayer of your servant that I now pray before you day and night for your servants, the people of Israel, confessing the sins of the people of Israel, which we have sinned against you. Both I and my family have sinned. 7] We have offended you deeply, failing to keep the commandments, the statutes, and the ordinances that you commanded your servant Moses. 8] Remember the word that you commanded your servant Moses, 'If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the peoples; 9] but if you return to me and keep my commandments and do them, though your outcasts are under the farthest skies, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place at which I have chosen to establish my name.' 10] They are your servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great power and your strong hand. 11] O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant, and to the prayer of your servants who delight in revering your name. Give success to your servant today, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man!" At the time, I was cupbearer to the king. –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  I Chronicles 29:10-14 (Praise….You, O Lord is the Greatness)

10] Then David blessed the LORD in the presence of all the assembly; David said: "Blessed are you, O LORD, the God of our ancestor Israel, forever and ever. 11] Yours, O LORD, are the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty; for all that is in the heavens and on the earth is yours; yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head above all. 12] Riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power and might; and it is in your hand to make great and to give strength to all. 13] And now, our God, we give thanks to you and praise your glorious name.

14] "But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to make this freewill offering? For all things come from you, and of your own have we given you.  –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Ephesians 3:16-19 (Pray to be Strengthened with Power in Your Inner Person)

16] I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, 17] and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. 

18] I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19] and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Colossians 1:9-12 (Pray to be Filled with the Knowledge of God’s Will)

9] For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God's will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10] so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God.

11] May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12] giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light.  –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Colossians 4:12 (Pray for Spiritual Maturity)

12] Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus, greets you. He is always wrestling in his prayers on your behalf, so that you may stand mature and fully assured in everything that God wills.  –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Matthew 6:9-13 (Lord’s Prayer)

9] "Pray then in this way: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 10] Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 11] Give us this day our daily bread. 12] And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13] And do not bring us to the time of trial, but rescue us from the evil one.   –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage. Ask God for new insights. What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Acts 4:29-30 (Prayer for God to Work Wonders)

29] And now, Lord, look at their threats, and grant to your servants to speak your word with all boldness, 30] while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus."  -NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Hebrews 4:12 (The Word of God Sharper than any Two-Edged Sword)

12] Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Isaiah 55:11 (God’s Word Will Not Return Empty)

11] so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.











-NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Jeremiah 23:29 (God’s Word is Like Fire)

29] Is not my word like fire, says the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?   -NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Psalm 119:105 (God’s Word a Light to My Path)

105]  Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Psalm 19:9-10 (God’s Word Sweeter than Honey)

10] More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb.  –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  I Thessalonians 2:13 (The Word of God Works in You Who Believe)

13] We also constantly give thanks to God for this, that when you received the word of God that you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word but as what it really is, God's word, which is also at work in you believers.  –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  II Timothy 3:16-17 (The Word of God is Inspired)

16] All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17] so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.  –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Psalm 23:4 (God With Me)

4] Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff-- they comfort me.  –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Matthew 1:23 (Basis of With-Me is God With Us)

23] "Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us."  -NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Matthew 8:22 (Follow Me = Come With Me)

22] But Jesus said to him, "Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead."  -NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Mark 3:14 (The With-Me Principle)

14] And he appointed twelve, whom he also named apostles, to be with him, and to be sent out to proclaim the message,  -NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Acts 13:1 (The Ministry Team)

1] Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a member of the court of Herod the ruler, and Saul.  –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Acts 20:1-6 (The Ministry Team – The Magnificent Seven)

1] After the uproar had ceased, Paul sent for the disciples; and after encouraging them and saying farewell, he left for Macedonia. 2] When he had gone through those regions and had given the believers much encouragement, he came to Greece, 3] where he stayed for three months. He was about to set sail for Syria when a plot was made against him by the Jews, and so he decided to return through Macedonia. 4] He was accompanied by Sopater son of Pyrrhus from Beroea, by Aristarchus and Secundus from Thessalonica, by Gaius from Derbe, and by Timothy, as well as by Tychicus and Trophimus from Asia.

Acts 5] They went ahead and were waiting for us in Troas; 6] but we sailed from Philippi after the days of Unleavened Bread, and in five days we joined them in Troas, where we stayed for seven days.  –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  I Peter 4:9 (Hospitality – With-Me in My Home and Life)

9] Be hospitable to one another without complaining.  –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ: Romans 16 (Web of Friendships – “With-Me” in Friendship)

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  I Samuel 23:16 (Encouragement)

16] Saul's son Jonathan set out and came to David at Horesh; there he strengthened his hand through the LORD.  –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Mark 1:41 (Compassion)

41] Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, and said to him, "I do choose. Be made clean!"  -NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Matthew 25:34-36 (Compassion)

34] Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 'Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35] for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36] I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.'  -NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  II Corinthians 1:3-4 (Comfort Those in Affliction)

3] Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all consolation, 4] who consoles us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to console those who are in any affliction with the consolation with which we ourselves are consoled by God.   –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

 RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:   James 5:16 (Confession)

16] Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.   –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Galatians 6:2 (Bear One Another’s Burdens)

2] Bear one another's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.  –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  I Thessalonians 5:11 (Encourage One Another)

11] Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.











-NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  James 5:13-16 (Anointing and Prayer for Healing)

13] Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. 14] Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord.

15] The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. 16] Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.   –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  I Peter 3:15 (Evangelism – Ready to Speak for Christ)

15] but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you;  -NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Isaiah 6:8 (Send Me)

8] Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I; send me!"  -NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Matthew 9:38, 10:5 (Pray for Laborers, Sending of the Twelve in Two’s)

38] therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest." …5] These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans,  -NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Mark 11:1-3 (Send By Two’s)

1] When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples 2] and said to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3] If anyone says to you, 'Why are you doing this?' just say this, 'The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.'"  -NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  John 20:21 (I am Sending You)

21] Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you."  -NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have.
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  Acts 13: 2-4 (Barnabas and Paul Sent)

2] While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." 3] Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off. 4] So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia; and from there they sailed to Cyprus. –NRSV-

REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What do you learn about the Christian life and ministry?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have. 
WORD-SHARE-PRAYER

Name_________________

For personal and small group study

Date  ___________________

READ:  New Testament passages (ministry)
The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ. Ephesians 4:11-12 NRSV
Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received. I Peter 4:10 NRSV
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. Revelation 1:5-6 NRSV
REFLECT:  Enjoy this wonderful passage.  Ask God for new insights.  What is the common theme among these verses? 
Why is it significant?

In what ways do our congregations today tend to enable or tend not to enable what these verses are calling for?

RESPOND:  How will you apply this text to your life and ministry?

REQUEST:  Jot down prayer requests that you and others may have. 
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